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Defamiliarization in Ibn Hisham’s Interpretation of The
Poem, Banat Souad by Kaeb bin Zuhair

Ghayath Babo, Arabic Language and Literature Instructor, Farat University,
Syria.

Abstract
This study provides a new textual interpretation of the poem, Banat Souad

by Kaeb bin Zuhair. This study emphasizes defamiliarization, which Kaeb
has employed in his poem, technique which produces artistic and ideational
richness. This defamliarization has taken place at both morphological and
syntactic levels. In his commentary on the poem, Ibn Hisham Ansari, used
the same patterns and revealed its hidden meanings. The present study
shows Ibn Hisham’s ability in semantics and points out his multiple
interpretations of the same lines of poetry. In this article, we have tried to
show the relation between syntax and semantics. Deviation from the textual
mainstream is for rhetorical and expressive purposes and the poet employs it
show one surprising way of expression. This deviation from the linguistic
norms enlivens the language, helps its development and progress, and brings
about creative constructions.

Keywords: Meaning clarification, Defamiliarization, Ibn Hisham, Banat
Souad.
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149 Studies on Arabic Language and Literature

The first-person pronoun in Mahmoud Darwish’s Divan,
Limaza Tarakt al-Hissan Wahidan: Proving “Self” or
confrontation with the “Other”

Mohammad Javad Pourabed, Assistant Professor, Persian Gulf University.
(Corresponding Author)

Seyyed Haydar Shirazi, Associated Professor, Persian Gulf University.

Ahmad Heydari, Arabic Language and Literature Ph.D. Candidate, Persian Gulf
University.

Abstract
Words, including pronouns have emotional connotations and implications out of

context, and when they are used in a text, their semantic effect is enhanced by the
context. The contemporary poets attempted to use this potential capacity. This
means that pronouns, as effective elements, are able to make the text dynamic and
stimulate the addressee’s emotions. Like other writers, Mahmoud Darwish has
widely used pronouns in order to utilize their potential to convey his emotional
experience. He has succeeded to do so because the basic referential and lexical
structure of pronouns refers to concepts such as identity, affiliation, power and
solidarity. In addition, they are effective components in the time of creating the
work and in the context, having a semantic function in line with the poet’s thought.
The statistical population of this study includes the first-person pronouns used in
the divan by Darwish, Why did you leave the Horse Alone. The authors of this
article have examined the dispersion and frequency of this pronoun in the work to
explore the implications and the aesthetic values. The method employed is
descriptive-analytical. The survey shows that the poet narrates the reality of
Palestinians, using the first-person plural pronouns. He describes that reality as a
“whirlpool of clashes”. Sometimes, this pronoun is used in the subject position and
implies authority and power. Sometimes, it is used in the objective position and
connotes a feeble, vulnerable and passive identity. However, the agent in that role
is not indifferent and always struggles for a higher position and tries to alter the
other’s situation, making him or her passive. Moreover, Darwish tries to promote
solidarity in the nation.

Keywords: Mahmoud Darwish, Palestinian resistance, First-person
pronoun, the ego, the other.
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